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Research Methodology 

Unit I: Introduction to Research 

1. Research: Meaning, Importance and Objectives 
2. Types of Research 
3. Research in Social Sciences: Characteristics and Importance 
4. Research in Islamic Studies 

Unit II: Research Design and Methods 

1. Research Design: Meaning and Types 
2. Selecting a Topic 
3. Review of Literature and its Importance 
4. Research Methods and Methodology: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed methods 

Unit III: Data Collection and Sampling 

1. Meaning and importance of data in research; Sources of Data: Primary and Secondary 
2. Methods of Data Collection 
3. Data Analysis and Interpretation 
4. Sampling: Concept and Importance, Probability and Non-Probability Sampling 

Unit IV: Fundamentals of Thesis Writing and Publication Ethics 

1. Structure and Major Components of a PhD Thesis and Research Article 

2. Citation Styles, Referencing Standards and Style Manuals: Foot Notes, End Notes, In-text and 
Bibliography; Chicago, APA, MLA, and Harvard 

3. Appendices, Tables and Transliteration: Purpose and Significance 
4. Research Publication and Ethics: Publication Standards, Types, Publishing Platforms, Peer Review 

Process and Research Visibility;  Plagiarism, Fabrication and Acknowledgement 
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Recent Advances in Islamic Studies 

Unit I: Major Trends and Approaches in Islamic Studies 

1. Origin and Development of Islamic Studies as an Academic Discipline 
2. Islamic Epistemology: Meaning and Sources (Wahy, Aql, Tajribah, Hads) 
3. Modern Developments in Islamic Studies: Orientalism, Representation and Western Academic 

Study of Islam 
4. Post-Colonial and Decolonial Approaches: Critique of Orientalism and Islam as a Discursive 

Tradition 

Unit II: Recent Advances in Qur’anic, Hadith and Sufi Studies 

1. Contemporary Approaches to Tafsir: Scientific, Thematic, Contextual, and Socio-Historical 
2. Contemporary Hadith Studies: Authentication, Criticism and Methodology 
3. Digital Tools and Databases in the Quran and Hadith Research 
4. Contemporary Trends in Tasawwuf: Epistimologies of Social Cohesion and Psycho-Spiritual 

Well-being 

Unit III: Advances in Islamic Law, Ethics 

1. Ijtihād and Maqasid al-Shari‘ah 
2. Islamic Jurisprudence and Modern Challenges: Human Rights, Bioethics 

3. Islamic Environmental Ethics – Stewardship (Khilafah) and Climate‑Action Frameworks 
4. Women in Islam: Gender-inclusive Jurisprudence 

Unit IV: Islam in the Global and Contemporary Context 

1. Islam and globalization: Social and Cultural dimensions 
2. Integration of Islamic economics with sustainability 
3. Islamic economics in policy-making and development planning 
4. Global trends in Islamic economics and finance 


