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Peace in Islam:

An Overview of the Holy Prophet’s Sirah
Dr. Nazir Ahmad Zargar*

This paper is a humble attempt to highlight the fact that the
principles of peace enshrined in the holy Qur 'dn and the Sunnah
are not just rhetorical. They were put into practice first of all by
none else than the Messenger of Alldh himself in full and then by
his four Khulafd’ upto the greatest possible degree. The history of
mankind, therefore, bears witness to the fact that the most successful
order, based upon the ideals of peace and justice, the world has
ever seen, was the order established by the Messenger of Islam
and his rightly guided Khulafd’ (Sig: Khalifah: Caliph).

~ From the very youthful days of his life, Ras@ilullah (SAAS)
had great inclination towards peace. The Makkans used to call him
al-sddiqg (the truthfull) and al-amin (the trustworthy). ! Long back
when after the death of Qusayy b. Kilab, there took place serious
tussle between Banu ‘ Abd Manéf and Banu‘ Abd al-Dér on the issue
regarding the guardianship of Ka‘bah and other affairs related to
it. Amidst the atmosphere of war, talks of suih began to be
conciuded and ultimately the possible bloody clash was averted
and sulh was concluded. Lately when Rasi{ilulldah (SAAS)
proclaimed Prophethood, he talked about this sulh thus:
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Islim strictly keeps standing all the

peace agreements made during the days of
Jdhiliyyah (ignorance).?

Hilf al-Fudiil
In the absence of systematic central government especially
in Makkah, the looting of caravans was a common thing to
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happen. Oppression was rampant and life had turned into a
virtual hell. This situation compelled the chiefs of Makkah to
assemble one day in the house of ‘Abdullah b. Jud‘an for a pact
of peace and justice. The main articles of this charter were:
1} We must take side of mazlim (oppressed) and help
him, be he a Makkan or an outsider.

i) We must stand against the zdlim (oppressor)
whosoever he may be, unless and until he gives the
oppressed his due. With respect to this agreement
Allédh’s Messenger (SAAS) later said:
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I was present in the house of Abdullah b.
Jud*an at the time of the agreement. If [ am given
a lot of red camels against this I will not accept
and if (now) during the days of Islim anybody
calls me on the basis of such agreement 1 will
gladly accept (and go for his help). *

The Issue of Al-Hajr al-Aswad (The Black Stone)

The Quraysh and other tribes of Makkah decided to rebuild
Ka‘abah after it got damaged due to heavy rainfall. When they
reached the place where al-Hajr al-Aswad was to be installed,
they started disputing as to who would place it. The issue
became so dangerous that swords were drawn and people took
oath to shed blood for gaining the opportunity to install the
Stone. On the fifth day Ab{ Ummayyah b. Mughirah, the eldest
among the Quraysh, suggested that the first man who could
come the next morning would be accepted as judge. The next
morning it was none but Rasilullah (SAAS) who had reached
on the spot first of all. He (SAAS) gave the judgment, neither
in favour of his own self nor of his own tribe, but spread a
cloth, put the stone on it and asked a chief of each tribe to take
hold of the cloth to carry the Stone to its fixed place. He (SAAS)
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then took the Stone himself and installed-it. In this way a great
war was averted by the decision of the man who was afterwards,
divinely announced as the Mercy for the whole mankind. Later
Rasiilullah (SAAS) expressed his wish to rebuild Ka‘abah but
he gave up his intention in order to not to give people chance
to grow misunderstandings in their minds that would in turn
disturb their peaceful atmosphere.*

Rasilullah (SAAS) at Makkah

When Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) called the Pagans of
Makkah towards Allgh, they first rejected him, then resisted
and latter on inflicted brutal atrocities on him and his followers.
But he, for the sake of peace, avoided all sorts of confrontation.
In Makkah, the Muslims were asked to hold back their hands
from their enemies:
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(Al-Qur’an, Al-Nisd® 4:77)
Hast thou not turned thy thought to
those who were told to hold back their hands
(from fight) but establish regular prayers and
spend in regular Zakat (4:77)

When the atrocities of the Pagans reached its heights,
Rastlulldh (SAAS) still did not think of any retaliation but
ordered his companions to go to Abyssinia. This was the first
hijrah which took place on Rajab, 5 Nabawi.’ The inhuman
treatment by the Pagans continued and the second time
avoidance of confrontation took place when Rastilulldh (SAAS)
asked one more group of Sahdbah to emigrate to Abyssinia
(Habshah).® The Islamic principles and practice of peace were
beautifully brought to light by Ja‘far b. Abi Talib (R.A.) in the
court of Negus thus:

O king! We were an ignorant nation
worshipping the idols, eating dead meat,
doing bad deeds, breaking Kinship, ill-
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treating our neighbours and the strong among
us was suppressing and bppressing the weak
such was our condition. Amidst this, Allih
sent His compassionate Rasl] (SAAS) to us.
He is one among us whose noble ancestry,
truthful and trustworthy nature and modesty we
all know very well. He invited us towards
Oneness of Alldh and to worship Him alone and
giving up ido] worship. He told us to tell truth,
pay the amdna (trust), respect the kinship, love
the nieghbour and forbade us from doing
unlawful acts, shedding of blood, telling lie,
eating up orphan’s property and launching false
charge against chaste women. He also enjoined
us to offer Saldh and pay Zakdh.’

The Prophet’s just nature was so known to everyone that
even his dreaded enemies could not deny it, although out of
their jealousy and strong feelings of hatred, they would often
make it a point of jest. Ibn. Hishdm writes that one day a man
from Ardsh (or Arishah)® came to Makkah with some camel.
Abl Jahl bought the camel but evaded to pay the price. The
seller stood in the presence of a gathering of Quraysh and
complained against Abil Jahl and called them to help him. They
pointed towards Rastilullah (SAAS) who was passing by and
told him that he was the right person who could help him (they
wanted to make fun of Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) as they knew
Abh Jahl’s enmity against him) The man approached Alldh’s
Messenger (SAAS) and told him his sad story. He said: 4 3l
(let us go to him). He went along the man and asked Abd Jahl
aé> { Ml kst (pay this man his due). Abd Jahl was so
frightened that he at once gave him his due. Then Rastlullah
(SAAS) said to the man: Kty g4 to go and enjoy.’

Although idol worship was strongly condemned right from
the very beginning, the Muslims were never allowed to lose
patience and launch any attack, secret or open, on Ka‘abah to
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throw out the hundreds of idols the Mushrikiin (polytheists})
had placed inside it.

Hijrah

At last when all peaceful means failed, Alldh’s Messenger
(SAAS) decided to leave Makkah for a peaceful abode where he
could safely establish the society on the fundamental of Tawhid."®

Thus for the establishment of true peace ard justice, he
avoided war and confrontation and left even his native land.
On reaching Madinah he did not make any conspiracy against
the Makkans nor did he gather the people of Madinah to launch
an open war against them. He instead discouraged such
intentions in these words:

B oo U AT LS Jlr N A e
Madinah expels out bad people as fire washes
out rust from iron.!

The hijrah marks the start of an era that put, for the first
time in human history, before the world the practical shape of
real peace and true justice because, in the words of Karen
Armstrong “it was at this point that Muhammad (SAAS) was
able to implement the Quranic ideal fully and that Islam became
a factor in history.”!? ' -

Masjid in Islam _

At Madinah, one of the first actions of Allah’s Messenger
(SAAS) was to build a simple Masjid (mosque; literally a place
of prostration), the place wherein Alldh alone was to be
glorified. The aim was Tawhid, which frees a man from all fetters
of physical and mental slavery and gives him real freedom in
the fullest of its sense. '

b ot Al @ug,\s'Méwuq-ww s
(Al-Qur’dn, Al-Jinn 72:18)
And the places of worship are for Allah
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(alone): So invoke not any one along with
Allah. (72:18)

The Masjid was built on the basis of fagwd and its aim
was not to spread mischief. Therefore, a place built in the name
of masjid and practically used for spreading fasad (mischief) is
not a true masjid. The masjid gives, to the sincere worshippers,
a sense of purity and holiness:
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(Al-Qur’an, Al-Tawbah 9:107-108)
And these are those who put up a
mosque by way of mischief and infidelity—
to disunite the believers and in preparation
for one who warred against Allah and His
Messenger aforetime. They will indeed swear
that their intention is nothing but good; but
Alldh doth declare that they are certainly
liars. Never stand thou forth therein, There
is a mosque whose foundation was laid from
the first day on piety; it is more worthy of
thy standing forth (for prayer) therein. In it
are men who love to be purified; and Allah
loveth those who make themselves pure.
(9:107-108)

The command for justice and worshipping Alldh in the

mosque was given simultaneously:

it o 3o0) glanue J5TUe KA gon g ) gand) plandlly g et S
(Al-Qur’an, Al-A’raf 7:29)
Say: “My Lord hath commanded justice: and that ye set
your whole selves (to Him) at every time and place of prayer,
and call upon Him, making your devotion sincere. (7:29)
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The role of masjid in the spiritual life is great.
Establishment of Saldh being the very purpose of its erection,
it is mentioned thus: :

Sially sl 5 ! g 3'gleall O
(Al-Qur’dn, Al-> Ankkabit 29:45)
Verily, As-Salét (the prayer} prevents from '
Al-Fahshd’ (i.e. great sins of every kind,
unlawful sexual intercourse) and Al-Munkar
(i.e. disbelief, polytheism and every kind of
evil wicked deed)!” (29:45)

Thus the masjid is the place wherein the Muslims learn
how to live disciplined life. It also gives them peace of mind
and heart when they remember their Lord and offer Saldh:

55 N b shiadl B
(Al-Qur’an, Tah4a 20:14)
And perform As-Saldt (Iqdmat-as-Salét) for
My Remembrance (20:14)}

WP REERERR AN
(Al-Qur’én, Al-Ra‘d 13:28)
Verily, in the remembrance of Alléh do hearts
Jind rest. (13:28)
The masjid is a place where true knowledge is gained and
a person of bad intention has nothing to do with the real spirit
of it:
Ab{ll Hurarah narrates that Rasiilullah (SAAS) said:
One who comes into this masjid of mine (Al-
masjid al-Nabawiyy at Madindh) with the
intention to seek knowledge or to impart it,
he is like a mujéhid fi sabilillah (one who
strives in the Way of Alldh) and who comes
with any other purpose, he is like that person
who sees towards other people’s wealth with
greed.'
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Thus at the very beginning the Message of Islam in
Madinah was of peace and calmness. The peaceful nature of
the masjid and those who pray in it can be imagined by the fact
that it is not allowed to talk about worldly affairs in it save the
remembrance of Alldh let alone talking about any mischief
mongering. Even loud talking is prohibited in the masjid be it
even the very remembrance of Alldh, when it disturbs any
worshipper in saldh.?®

Brotherhood between The Muhajirin and The Ansar

First of all, after the construction of Masjid al-Nabawiyy
Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) established Mawdkhdh
(brotherhood) between the Mahdjirin of Makkah and the Ansdr
of Madinah. The basis of it, according to Ibn Qayyim was that
both the groups would share each others joy and sorrow,'® and
its purpose according to Muhammad Ghazz2li, was to dilute
prejudice and bias of Jahiliyyah and to undo all considerations
of race, colour etc. so that the criterion of highness or lowness
would be nothing but ragwd."”

The fact is that this brotherhood was not hollow with no
reality on the face of earth but Ras(lullah (SAAS) gave it a
practicable shape by connecting its reality with blood and
property, it involved hearts rather than tongues.'® The holy
Qur’4n testifies this reality in these words:

S bl g agdh 50 1 gudlom 9] gt g ) hal Y L)
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Those who believed, and emigrated and
fought for the faith, with their property and
their persons, in the cause of Aligh, as well
as those who gave (them)} asylum and aid,
—these are (all) friends and protectors, one
of another. (8:72)
On this Abdullah Yusuf Ali Writes:
..., and their good friends in Madinah, who
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gave them asylum and every kind of
assistance, moral and material. Under the
magnetic personality of the Holy Prophet
(SAAS) these two groups became like blood-
brothers, and they were so treated in matters
of inheritance during the period when they
were cut off from their kith and kin."

Mithiq of Madinah

In Madinah Rasalulléh (SAAS) had to deal with three
types of people:

i)  his Sahdbah (R.A.) (Companions),

ii) the old and original tribes of Mushrikin who

had not embraced Islam yet, and

1) the Jews?®

The Mushrikiin were having a deep sense of enmity against
Sahdbah (R.A.) (Muhdjirin and Ans@'v) but they could not dare to
meet them face to face. On the other hand the Jews, consisting of
three famous tribes of Ban( Qaynuqé‘(allies of Khazraj), Bani
Nadir and Banti Qurayzah (both allies of A4ws), had for long been
raising hatred among Aws and Khazraj and giving rise to bloody
wars like that of Bu“4th etc. For their own selfish ends, would not
wellcome Islam which had come to unite them all in a peaceful
relationship.? _

Therefore, for the establishment of the peaceful and just order,
Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) undertook the great task of uniting all
of them in a common bond. An agreement was made between the
Muhdjirin, the Ansfr and the Jews. This is called Mithiq of Madinah
and its main articles are described by Ibn Hishdm in his book on
sirah. The document starts with the following words:*

Orada ot dars 0 RS e I i 1001 gy
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“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most
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Merciful. This document is from Muhammad
the Prophet (SAAS) (an agreement) between
the Muhéjirin and the Ansar and him who
followed them and became one of them and
accompanied them in Jihad.”

Lf'ujio_,:an;-\a-l_’ blﬁ.ﬂ

Verily they are one ummah against all other
people.”

Then it mentions various tribes like MuhijirGn from the
Quraysh, Banl ‘Awf, Band al-Harith, Band Si‘idah, Bani
Jusham, Banii al-Najjir, Band ‘Amr b, Awf, Ban{ al-Nabit and
Bani al-Aws and says about all of them separately.

This is the first written constitution of the world.®

The contribution and achievements of this constitution can

be summarized as under:

I.

2.

It built the Madinin society on the strong
foundations of brotherhood.

It put an end to all discriminations of caste, colour,
ethnicity, tribal prejudice.

The Muslims were considered one Ummah on the
basis of Din not on blood relations or birth place.
Thus they would all help the poor and would justly
give financial assistance to the debtor so that he
could justly pay the creditor his due.

The non-Muslims are given full religious freedom
including legal and judicial freedom as well.

The polytheists and the Jews were not allowed to
give asylum to any Qurayshi. This in turn left no door
open for the Jews to spread mischief in Madinah as
had been their old behaviour.

The Muslims and the non-Muslims were considered
as the citizens of the same state and both the groups
were demanded to abide by their own norms and in
case they had any dispute, they had to necessarily
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10.

11.

submit before Alldh’s Messeger (SAAS).

War and peace were considered indivisiblei.e.;
if there was war, it was for all and if there was peace,
it was for all.

In case of murder or freeing of slaves {prisoners)
paying of diyat (blood money) or fidyah (ransome)
was made collective responsibility of each tribe. In
this way its fulfillment was ensured as an individual
could easily escape in absence of any political power
in those days.

By creating the fear of Qisds* (law of retribution)
and diyat (in case the guardians or heirs of the
deceased accepted that) security was given to life
and property, be it of a Muslim or a non-Muslim.
Nobody was allowed to give shelter to any wrong
person so that crime in the society could not get any
encouragement. In this way the age-old tribal
custom of ‘might is right’ was put to end. It meant
that justice and security was available to all and there
was no consideration of anybody’s tribal status in
the matters of justice and equity.

The Jews were given freedom and security but it was
not unconditional; they were in return demanded to
keep peace and harmony alive, show loyalty and not
to spread mischief in society.

The Muslims and the Jews as the citizens of the same
state were demanded to live on the principles of
mutual love and respect, peace and security, sincerity
and reconciliation.

Briefly, this constitution made Madinah a well established
state wherein peace dwelt and justice ruled.? It was the first
great commonwealth which not only repeated and re-asserted
the message of real peace and true justice, but also succeeded
in illustrating it by actual practice.? One important event that
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took place in the history of Madinah was the efforts Rasitullah
(SAAS) made for peace and reconciliation prior to the battle
of Badr.

Treaty of Hudaybiyyah

The treaty of Hudaybiyyah was a ‘No War Pact’ between
the people of Makkah and Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS). Tt took
placein 6 A. H. in the month of Dh{ al-Qa‘dah when the pagans
of Makkah had already come to know how strong power the
Muslims possessed and the atmosphere was, to a great extent,
favouring the Muslims. But Rasilullah (SAAS) decided to make
reconciliation with the polytheists so that he could peacefully
and successfully continue his Mission which the Pagans had
repeatedly been trying to sabotage by using force. The Muslims
were 1400, all wearing iArdm,? a pilgrim uniform of unsewen
white cloth, as they had intended to perform ‘Umrah® which
implies they had least intention to commit any sin or dispute let
alone indulge in any quarrel.® Only sacrificial animals were with
them without any war weapons.*

The Quraysh came to know about this caravan. They sent
Khélid b. Walid with 200 horse riders to stop the Muslims.
Khalid’s army stationed at a place named Kurd ‘al-Ghamim.
When Allah’s Messenger (SAAS) knew this, he changed his way
and chose a somewhat difficult one to avoid the bloody fight.
Then Rasflullah (SAAS) said, “By Allah in whose hands lies
my life I will accept their every condition except that which
disrespects Alldh’s commandments.” Then the Quraysh sent a
deputation headed by Budayl b. Warqa’. He said to Allih’s
Messenger (SAAS) that the Quraysh had decided to fight and
stop him at any cost. Allih’s Messenger replied him that he did
not intend to fight them; that wars had already ground the
Quraysh and inflicted on them great losses. He then put
following options before Budayl:

L. If the Quraysh wanted, I will make a
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peace agreement with them for a fixed
time, so that they left him (Rasfilullah
(SAAS)) to propagate his Message
among rest of the people peacefully,
1i.  they should accept Islam like others
who have accepted it.
ni. If nothing is acceptable to them still
then (in the absence of war) they will
enjoy convenience and comfort.
iv.  and if they are hell-bent on waging war
then I swear by Allah in whose hands
lies my life I shall fight them for my
Din until my head is cut off from my
body or Alldh implements His
Commandment.
The elders of Quraysh expressed their willingness for Sulh.
But sensing this the youthful warriors of Quraysh tried to
sabotage the peace process. They very secretly tried to attack
the Muslim camp in the darkness of night, but were all arrested.
Aliah’s Messenger (SAAS) released all of them for peace was
his only motive and he was out to nullify every move aiming to
sabotage the process of peace.*
Finally the document of the peace treaty was written down
on the terms the gist of which follows:
The peace treaty shall be valid for ten
years, it shall be a “no war’ pact. Muhammad
(SAAS) shall go back this year without
visiting the Ka‘bah and shall come next year
but will stay only for three days at Makkah.
They will have no weapon with them except
the sword and that too shall be in the sheath
and the sheath shall be in the julubban (bag
etc.). Those among the tribes who want to
join the Quraysh can do so and those who
want to join the Muslims can do so. Anybody
from among the Muslims or the Kuffar who
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goes to Madinah shall be sent back but if
any Muslim (from Madina) goes to Malkkah
he shall not be sent back.

The Muslims can not take any of those
Muslims who are already staying at Makkah
with them to Madinah, on the other hand if
any Madinan Muslim wants to stay at
Makkah the Muslims shall not stop him *

A look at these terms testifies that the Muslims had been.
on the receiving end. But since peace was the ultimate aim of
Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) , he did not even care about his
most beloved companions’ reluctance in agreeing with this
apparently benefiting only one side agreement.

Peace — the Ultimate Purpose

When the document was about to be written down,
Rasilullah (SAAS) asked ‘Alf (R.A.) to write post s 0pa (In
the Name of Alldh the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful).
Suhail b. ‘Amr, the envoy of the Quraysh, did not agree with
this saying that they did not know who Rahmdn was and
demanded that ¢V e (with the Name of Alldh) should be
written. The Messenger (SAAS) told *Ali (R.A)) to write the
same. Then ‘All wrote: this agreement is between Muhammad
Rasilullah (SAAS) (Allah’s Messenger) and the Quraysh.
Suhayl again refused to accept this arguing that it was the very
thing they rejected. i.e., Muhammad’s (SAAS) Prophethood.
He said that Muhammad b, ‘Abdullah should be written instead
of this. Rasilulldh (SAAS) teld “Alf to rub the words
“Rastlulldh”, but * Alf said, “No, by Allah, [ will never rub off
your name.” So, Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) took the document
himself and wrote: “This is what Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah has
agreed upon.™*

Fulfillment of the Promises
When both the parties were about to sign the document,
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Abl Jandal (R.A.) a young man whom the Makkans had put
behind the bars for his accepting Isldm came there. He had fled
out of the jail. When he reached before Rasiilullah (SAAS) and
the Muslims, the document of sulh had just been signed.* His
condition was very much miserable. Suhayl rejected Ras(luliadh’s
request to leave Abil Jandal and dragged him to Makkah. The
Sahidbah became furious but since Rasilulidh (SAAS) was
committed to make sulh he returned Abl Jandal, told him to
have patience and consoled him by saying that Alldh would open

way for him. The Sahéabah could not do any thing.®
It is pertinent to quote some instances showing how
desirous of peace Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS) was that he missed

no chance to bring about peace between people:

Sahl b. Sa‘d (R.A.) narrates that there

was dispute amongst the people of the tribe

of Banl ‘Amr b. “‘Awf. Alldh’s Messenger

(SAAS) went to them along with some of his

companions in order to make peace between

them. The time for saldk became due but he

(SAAS) did not turn up. Biladl (R.A)

pronounced the gdidn for the saldh but the

Messenger (SAAS) did not turn up. So

Bildl{(R.A.) went to Abi Bakr(R.A.) and said:

“the time for the sa/éh is due and the Prophet

(SAAS) is detained, would you lead the

people in the prayer?” Abii Bakr replied,

“Yes, if you wish.” So, Bil4l pronounced the

iqdma of the saidh and Ab( Bakr went ahead

(to lead the Saldh). The Prophet (SAAS)

came walking among the rows till he joined

the first row.?” This shows that for making

peace between people, Alldh’s Messenger

(SAAS) would even delay the offering of

saldh , a price that could hardly be thought

about that he would offer for anything else.
Sahlb. Sa‘d (R.A)) narrates that once the people of Quba’
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fought with each other till they threw stones on each other.
When Alidh’s Messenger (SAAS) was informed about it, he said,
“Let us go to bring about reconciliation between them.”*

‘Aishah e s, narrates that once Alldh’s Messenger
(SAAS) heard the loud voices of some opponents quarrelling
at the door. One of them was appealing to the other to deduct
his debt and asking him to be lenient but the other was saying ,
“By Alldh I will not do so.” Alldh’s Messenger(SAAS) went
out to them and said, “Who is the one who was swearing by
Alldh that he would not do a favour?” The man said, “I am that
person, O Allah’s Messenger! I will give my opponent whatever
he wishes.”*

Yet another example brings to fore clearly the Messenger’s
(SAAS) enthusiasm for and great inclination towards making
reconciliation between people. Even if it would be a small
matter, he would not leave it unsolved for a spark neglected
can burn the whole house. Narrates ‘Abdulldh b. Ka‘b that Ka‘b
b. Milik told him that in the lifetime of Allih’s Messenger
(SAAS) he demanded his debt from Ibn Ab() Hadrad in the
Mosque. Their voices grew louder till Alldh’s Messen ger(SAAS)
heard them while he was in his house. So he lifted the curtain
of his room and called Ka‘b b. Milik saying, “O Ka‘b!” He
replied, “Labbayk! O Alldh’s Messenger!” He beckoned to him
with his hand suggesting that he deduct half the debt. Ka‘b
said, “I agree, O Allah’s Messenger!” Alldh’s Messenger (S AAS)
then said (to Ibn Abli Hadrad), “Get up and pay him the rest.”

Rastilullih’s (SAAS) letters convey peace

After the sulh of Hudaybiyah, Allah’s Messenger(SAAS)
sent letters to various tribal shaykhs, provincial officials and
neighboring kings.*!

Through these letters Rasilullih(SAAS) intended to invite
important people to Islam. One important thing commonly found
in almost all letters is the sentence: accept Islam, you will attain
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peace.

Madinah— A Peaceful Abode for All Communities
Madinah at the time of Allah’s Messenger (SAAS) was a
heterogenous society inhabited by the Muslims (Muhajiriin and
Ansdr), the Jews, the Christians and the polytheists. The great
task before Him (SAAS) was how to unite all these diverse
sections of society into a common system so that Madinah could
become a peaceful abode for all of them. The Muhdjirin of
Makkah and the Ansdr of Madinah were united through
mawdkhah."* To deal with other groups, the Prophet (SAAS)
adopted the realistic approach; accepted these people and gave
their individual existence legal approval. He protected their
interests and guaranteed them all facilities and rights on the
basis of equality and justice. In His time, the Jewish population
in Madinah was considerable. Although they, after his
immigration into Madinah, became his bitter enemies,* he, from
day one, tried to treat them with justice and mercy and always
tried to win their hearts by giving them the same status as
citizens as given to the Muslims.
The constitution of Madinah, mentioned above, is the
“indication of Rasfilulldh’s (SAAS) liberal and compassionate
approach towards the Jews.* Rastlulldh (SAAS) fought no war
with the Christians.” He, instead, “entered into treaty with
several Christian tribes, promising them his protection and
guaranteeing them the free exercise of their religion and to their
clergy undisturbed enjoyment of their old rights and authority.”*¢
In the year of Deputations, came a Christian embassy from
Najran. They were very much impressed by RasGlulldh (SAAS)
but their ingrained habits and customs prevented them from
accepting Islam, They argued with him (SAAS) and he proposed
a mubdhalah, i.c., a solemn meeting, in which both sides should
summon not only their men, but their women and children,
carnestly pray to Alldh, and invoke the curse of Alldh on those
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who should lie. The Christians declined and instead submitted
that they wanted to return to their own place, live on their own
religion leaving him (SAAS) on his own religion. They also
requested him (SAAS) to appoint a person who would judge
between them in their property matters. He (SAAS) dismissed
them in spirit of tolerance with a promise of protection from
the State in return for tribute.”” Not only this but he (SAAS)
allowed them to offer prayer in Masjid Nabawiyy according to
their own religious teaching before talking to them.*®

The charter Allah’s Messenger (SAAS) granted to the
Christians of St. Catherine monastery in 6 A. H. is, in the words
of S. Amir Ali “one of the noblest monuments of enlightened
tolerance that the history of the world can produce.”® The
charter enjoined on all the Muslims that they should protect
the Christians, defend their churches, the residences of their
priests, and guard them from all injuries. They were not to be
unfairly taxed; no bishop was to be driven out of his bishopric;
no Christian was to be forced to reject his religion; no monk
was to be expelled from his monastery; no pilgrim was to be
detained from his pilgrimage. Nor were the Christian churches
to be pulled down for the sake of building mosques or houses
for the Muslims. Christian women married to the Muslims were
to enjoy their own religion, and not to be subjected to
compulsion or annoyance of any kind on that account. If
Christians should stand in need of assistance for the repair of
their churches or monasteries, or any other matter pertaining
to their religion, the Muslims were to assist them. Should the
Msulims be engaged in hostilities with outside Christians, no
Christian resident among the Muslims should be treated with
contempt on account of his creed. Any Muslim so treating a
Christian should be accounted recalcitrant to the
Messenger(SAAS). It was declared that any Muslim violating
and abusing what was ordered in the charter should be regarded
as a violator of Alldh’s testament, a transgressor of His
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commandments, and a slighter of His faith.*

In order to appreciate Rasalulldh’s (SAAS) endeavors for
the establishment of a just and peaceful order, it is important
to take into consideration the condition of whole Arab society
at that time. An organized administrative or judicial system was
entirely absent. So there was political instability. Tribal system
was there, of course, but the influence of the Shaykh (tribal
chief) was limited to his tribe. And if a tribe became too big, it
would split up into numerous divisions with a chief for each
sub-tribe. Madinah, as mentioned above, was no exception to
this. Its citizens lived in uncertainty and suspense, and anything
likely to bind the conflicting parties (Bant Khazraj and Bani
Aws) together by a tie of common interest could not but prove
a boon to the city.”!

Even why Rasululldh’s (SAAS) hijrah to Madinah proved
a remedy for the disorders from which it was suffering for Islam
gave them an orderly discipline of life and brought the unruly
passions of its people under the discipline of laws enunciated
by an authority superior to individual caprice.* Earlier, a short
time before hijrah took place, two deputations from Madinah
came to Allah’s Messenger (SAAS), one after the other. Both
of them pledged him{(SAAS) their word to obey his teaching.
These are called as the first Bay ‘ah (pledge) of ‘Agabah that
comprised twelve men and the second Bay'ah (pledge) of
‘Agqabah amounting to seventy-three in number. The teachings
of peace of the first bay ‘ah were: “We will not appoint anything
as partner to Alldh; we will not steal, neither will we commit
adultery or kill our children; we will abstain from calumny and
slander; we will not disobey you (Alldh’s Messenger (SAAS))
in any thing that is right.”*
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